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AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

ALLOTMENT CATEGORIZATION AND GRAZING
SYSTEMS
Three selective management categories were developed in
1981 to prioritize grazing allotments according to manage-
ment needs. All allotments have been placed into these cat-
egories according to management needs, resource conflicts,
potential for improvement, and Bureau funding/staffing
constraints. The allotments categorization was reviewed in
1990 to ensure proper classification.

Improve (I) category allotments are managed to improve
current unsatisfactory resource conditions and receive the
highest priority for funding and management actions. Main-
tain (M) category allotments are managed to maintain cur-
rent satisfactory resource conditions and are actively man-
aged to ensure that resource values do not decline. Custo-
dial (C) category allotments are managed custodially by the
BLM to protect resource conditions and values. As water-
sheds are evaluated, the allotment category is reviewed. The
DFO has 128 Improve (I) category allotments covering
542,213 acres, 88 Maintain (M) category allotments cover-
ing 206,284 acres, and 209 Custodial (C) category allot-
ments covering 82,100 acres.

The Mountain Foothills Grazing EIS outlined proposed graz-
ing systems for most I and M category allotments. As a re-
sult of this direction, grazing systems have been developed
and implemented through agreements or decisions with
allotees. These grazing systems are usually documented and
described in an Allotment Management Plan (AMP). An
AMP is a documented program, developed as an activity
plan, that directs management of livestock grazing on speci-
fied public land in order to achieve objectives relating to
desired resource conditions, sustained yield, and multiple
use. 
terms and conditions of the grazing permits or leases and
accepted by the permittee or lessee. Strategic portions of
AMPs are the rangeland projects identified to meet resource
objectives and subsequent grazing systems/schedules. The
planning area has 56 I category allotments, 46 M category
allotments and 5 C category allotments with AMP’S that
have been implemented. Appendix G provides allotment
specific information, including acres, use dates, and 
implementation or revision dates.

There are 40 allotments that cross administrative bound-
aries and are co-managed with the Forest Service. Some of
these allotments have interim riparian management guide-
lines that were applied based on the Beaverhead Forest Plan
Riparian Amendment EIS until allotment plans are revised
or completed.

RANGELAND MONITORING AND EVALUATIONS
The BLM conducts rangeland monitoring to determine
whether  AMP

Vegetation trend, livestock utilization and actual use, and
climate are monitored. Monitoring data collection tracks
progress in meeting identified management objectives. Ac-
tive grazing use authorizations and management actions in
each allotment are periodically evaluated, based on the
monitoring data. If monitoring shows that progress is being
made towards objectives, management continues. However,
if progress is not being made towards meeting objectives,
then management adjustments are made. Adjustments are
made by agreement or decision in accordance with legisla-
tion, regulations, and policy so that public land resources
are maintained or improved.

Direction since 2000 provides for allotments to be evalu-
ated for rangeland health on a watershed basis at the fifth
Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) level. Following watershed
evaluations, management is prescribed to maintain or im-
prove rangeland health. Table 32 (next page) outlines the
current watershed analysis schedule for the high priority wa-
tersheds with acreage figures by administrative jurisdiction.

RANGE IMPROVEMENTS
The BLM and cooperators have completed structural and
nonstructural projects on public lands to improve and man-
age these lands since 1943. The nonstructural projects in-
clude seedings, plowing, chiseling, contour furrowing, and
herbicide spraying. The structural projects have included
wells, pipelines, troughs, fences, guzzlers, reservoirs and
cattle guards. A summary of existing range improvements
of record is shown on Table 33. There are older projects
that are not included in Table 33.
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Table 33 
Summary of Types of Existing 

Rangeland Improvements 

Improvement Number 

Cattle guards 114 

Fences (miles) 1468 

Seedings (acres) 12,315 

Land Treatments (acres)* 85,996 

Reservoirs and stock ponds 29 

Spring Developments 285 

Pipelines (miles) 175 

Guzzlers 3 

Wells 25 

*Land Treatments = burns, chemical, or mechanical 
treatments 

objectives are being met. 
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